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Irvisa melancholy expenence for a
fessional mathemat1c1an to find: himselfw
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~ expressed an admiration for literary:criticism
 which startled and scandalized me. -

He had begun with a quotation from his

- inaugural lecture, delivered twenty-two years
before—" R
Whether the faculty ‘of literary crificism s the
best gift that Heaven has in its treasuries, I cannot
. say; but Heaven seems to think so, for.assuredly it
Is the gift most charily bestowed. Orators and
0ets. . ., if n comparison with blackberries,
than returns of Halley’s comet:

literary crit'ié_'sf e Jess éommon.‘l", L
And he had continued— A

In these twenty-two years I “have improved in
some respects and deteriorated in others; but T have
not so much improved as to become aliterary critic,
nor so much deteriorated as to faney that I have
become one. S el

It had seemed to tne deplotable that a great
scholar and a fine poet should write like this,
and, finding myself next to him in Hall a few
weeks later, I plunged in and said'so. D

really mean what he had said tc
seriously? W thi ]

et? We argued these
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0SE 'to put forw

rd ‘an apology for
cs; and I may be told that it needs
: there are now ! few' studies more
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to be CORVmCCd that therc 1si somethmg in
mathemaucs e - ,
All thls Is in its wa




dlfﬁcult and




absurdity,

‘ ‘Such: a man, s1r, should. be encouraged for hrs
crformances show the, ~extent of the human
2

«powe y S Pl :

_ ' l'sw1mmers, and blind-
-chess-players. - For my own part, I am
‘entirely in sympathy with all such attempts at
remarkable ach1evernent I feel some. s’"

kand When Alekhme and Bradman s
beat records, I am qulte bltt :

' As W. J. Turﬁ‘er‘ fh’as' sald 50 truly, it “i‘s*‘enily
| @

'arly he WOuld have applauded moun-

( d I suppose that it is unhkely that he

-G "uld do’ better) If th_e cr1cket were a httle

o present thems

1 ian. It ‘usual 10 €3 ngerate rather grossly
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 the diﬁ’er‘enc
of mathema ci




Every young mathema ‘1c_
‘whom 1 have known has b
mathematics, and not from ack of ar ‘bmon
but from _abﬁndance of it they‘- h ] e all

the gam isno Vmore hkely
to be substa: "tl‘ 1 the later records of mathe—

road/to .'

' lltlcal career was hig" ly

. but he is hardly .a fair: lnstance
was. dishonest rather than . mcom-
d never really ‘gave up’.
Vi ryhard to find an inst:

; but I have never heard‘ @f a
* Pascal seems the bcst
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mathematics bya i ith By onisier
that nene of us‘would be content: with it.;




"01'1 ‘which T put in
‘mu h - more dlﬁ‘ic




~and here I may seem to be adoptmg, or
affecting, the pose. of exaggerated humility

which I repudiated a- moment ago T.am sure

: that that was not what w y in my mind ;

I was trying to say in a sentence what I have'_

said ‘at much greater length in§g. I ‘was

: Id hardly be wrong if
. ,1d our best to cult1vate them fully. -
- Finally (m what seem to me now. some

acter of permanence} and to have produced

e a copy of verses or a geometrical theorem 48
ave done somethmg utterly beyond the powers ‘
e vast majority of men.

these days of confhct between " ancient and
o studies, there must surely be ‘something
e said for a study which did not begin
agoras, and will not end. with Einstein,
oldest and the youngest. of all,
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assummg that we dons really had our little

hing of theslightest perimanentinterest, whether _

A 'l thlS i “rhetdriets ; but

seems to me stil to'ring
it at once without prej
questions which T am:

substarice of it




any hl’g‘ ily respectable motives




